18              IN  WHAT SENSE  IS  CHRISTIANITY

For a thousand years the Mediterranean had been
the great highway where all civilizations and all
ideas had met and mingled. The Komans, in clear-
ing it of pirates, had made it an unequalled means
of communication. It was, in some sort, the railway
of those times. A numerous coasting marine facili-
tated intercourse along the shores of this great lake.
The comparative security offered by the roads of the
Empire, the protection afforded by public function-
aries, the diffusion of the Jews throughout all the
shores of the Mediterranean, the use of the Greek
language in the Eastern half of that sea, the unity
of civilization which first the Greeks and afterwards
the Romans had there created, made the map of the
Empire the map also of the countries reserved for
Christian missions and destined to become Christian.
The Eoman world became the Christian world; and
there is a sense in which we may say that the
founders of the Empire were the founders of the
Christian monarchy, or at least that they determined
its outline and area. Every province conquered by
the Eoman Empire was a province conquered for
Christianity, Think of the Apostles in. face of an